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Title: What Makes a Story Newsworthy?

Purpose:  Beginning journalism students need to understand why some stories are more “newsworthy” than others. This will help guide them in identifying stories for their own newspapers.

Objectives:  

· Students will be able to define six major elements of news.

· Students will be able to analyze news stories and accompanying photos from the paper and explain what elements of news are evident in the story.

· Students will be able to orally present their poster presentations.  

Materials:  

Posterboard:  one per student

Newspapers and news magazines that can be cut up.

Scissors

Glue

Textbook

Computers, printer, paper

Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1 Defining the Elements of Newsworthiness (One 40-minute class)
Pass out Handout #1 to each student.  Read the directions aloud and check for understanding of directions.  Explain that the most important part of this assignment is summarizing the definition in their own words.  Summarizing proves that you understand the concept as opposed to just being able to copy a definition from a book.

.

Activity 2 Elements of News Posterboard (One 50-minute classes)

Students will work in pairs for this activity.

Using their Summary sheets as a resource, students are instructed to look through newspapers or news magazines to find six articles and photos that demonstrate each of the six elements of news.  

Explain that many stories contain several elements of news but students are to find six different stories to highlight each of the news elements.

Pass out Handout #2 and go over directions thoroughly. Check for understanding of directions.  Provide an example of a finished poster if possible or at least show the layout of one of the six elements on a poster board.

Activity 3 Poster Presentations  (One 30-minute class depending on class size)

Each pair of students will present their posters to the class. Students will explain to the class each of their six elements and how they demonstrate an element of newsworthiness
Assessments:  

1.) Elements of News summary sheets will be checked with an emphasis on summaries written in their own words.

2.) Posters will be assessed based on:

· All parts of the poster are evident

· Written information is free from spelling or grammatical errors

· Appropriate-sized fonts were used for written information.

· Summaries are clear and complete

· Explanations of each news element is clear and accurate.

3.) Oral presentations assessed based on 

· Could the class hear you?

· Did you stand up straight and make eye contact with the audience?

· Were the explanations and summaries clearly explained?

References:

Any introductory journalism textbook such as:

Introduction to Journalism, Authors: Little, Houghton McDougal Publisher: Mcdougal Littell/Houghton Mifflin ISBN: 0618003770
Handout #1

Elements of News

Directions:

1. Using your textbook, define each of the six elements of news listed on this page.

2. Following each definition, summarize the definition in your own words.
1. Consequence:  _____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Summary:  ___________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

2. Proximity:  ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Summary:  ___________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

3. Human Interest:  ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Summary:  ___________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

4. Conflict:  _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Summary:  ___________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

Handout #1 
(continued)

Elements of News

Directions:

1.  Using your textbook, define each of the six elements of news listed on this page.

2.  Following each definition, summarize the definition in your own words.
5.  Timeliness:  _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Summary:  ___________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

6. Prominence:  ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Summary:  ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Handout #2

Directions:  Elements of News Posterboard

Overview

· Students work in pairs for this activity.

· Look through newspapers and news magazines to find stories that clearly show each of the six elements of newsworthiness.  

· While a story usually contains more than one element, you must find a different story to illustrate each separate element.  

· While not all stories include a photograph, for this exercise you must choose a story that has an accompanying photo or graphic.

Elements of News Poster

A.  Parts of the Poster

After you find a story that demonstrates one of the elements:

1) Cut out the headline of the story

2) Cut out the photo or graphic

3) Develop a brief summary of the story

4) Develop a written explanation that explains why this story demonstrates the chosen element of newsworthiness

B.  Constructing the Poster
All written information going on the poster must be

· Typed in an appropriate font:

· Free from grammatical and spelling errors

1) Poster title:  Elements of News

2) Put the name of the news element above the picture

3) Put the headline of the story directly below the photo or graphic

4) Put the summary of the story below the headline

5) Put the explanation of the element of newsworthiness below the summary

C.  Presenting Your Poster – Be prepared to explain to the class each of your six elements and how they demonstrate an element of newsworthiness.

